Oakgrove Integrated Nursery Unit

Knowledge and Appreciation of the Environment Policy

Rationale

From the moment they are born children try to make sense of their world. At Oakgrove Integrated Nursery Unit we encourage their natural curiosity which drives them not only to explore and understand their environment but also to develop a sense of awe and wonder.

Purposes

Our Policy for the Knowledge and Appreciation of the Environment will help pupils 

to:

· begin to learn about relationships and about people now and in the past

· care for and respect others

· recognise features of some living things

· explore their school environment

· visit the locality around the school

· learn about the effect of climate and landscapes on lifestyles

Guidelines

1. Children are helped to investigate their surroundings in many ways: through observation, by asking questions, by categorising and recording, by estimating and experimenting, and through role play and problem solving.

2. Children will have opportunities to work individually or in groups depending on the task in hand.

3. All adults working with the children in our nursery unit are mindful that they are role models and can exert a significant influence when promoting environmental awareness.

4. There is a supportive attitude between adult and child.

5. Visitors from the local community are invited into school to talk to the children in order to extend their understanding of the world around them..

6. There is an emphasis placed on personal safety both in school and in the wider environment..

7. There are display tables and ‘hands on’ interest tables that the children have access to. These are changed frequently. 

Outside Agencies and the Local Community

The nursery unit has close links with outside agencies and members of the local community e.g. health visitors, dental nurse, shop-keepers, parents and new-born babies, local vet, community nurse, lollipop lady, police, fire service etc.

Visitors are invited into school to talk to the children on a regular basis.

Safety Issues

The children learn about personal safety in the nursery when using out-door play equipment, when walking on the roads, when walking in the park.

They are made aware of ‘stranger danger’

They become aware about safety in the home.

The Environment

The children are helped to take responsibility for their own environment

They help to tidy up resources.

They help to put rubbish in the bins

The children are taken on walks and made aware of the environment outside the nursery unit.

There is lots of discussion and talk about the weather and the seasons.

Time

The children develop an awareness of time .

They make an ‘Our Day at the Nursery’ book.

They talk about birthdays.

They talk about holidays.

They talk about weekend trips etc.

Assessment

The nursery team will assess the children regularly by observation, photographs, through discussion. The team will then extend the children’s learning appropriately.
