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Oakgrove Integrated Nursery Unit

Newsletter: March 2017
Dear Parent/Carer,
For the month of March we are planning to introduce and focus on the “Media Initiative for Children” {MIFC} Respecting Difference”. The nursery received a resource pack to support this topic combining advertisements in the form of four short cartoons, with games and activities, to help build a better understanding among very young children of physical, social and cultural differences. Parents/Carers  may have already seen the cartoons, set in a play park, at home on UTV.
The MIFC aims to make respecting difference a real experience for young children, and for it to be something that is shared with their families. Parents/Carers will be informed about the characters the children will be focusing on to help support learning at home. We will also put the resources on display for parents, so please feel free to come in and have a look at the materials if you would like to find out more. By the end of the month it is hoped that the children will; 
· Have had the opportunity to discuss and acknowledge the similarities and differences between themselves, their peers, families and other members of the community.

· Express more effectively feelings associated with similarities and differences, including those of exclusion and inclusion.

· Begin to understand the meaning of acceptance and respect for others.

· Be more likely to include others who are different from themselves.

· Understand and recognize helpful and hurtful behaviours.
Songs

We will be teaching the children some songs  related to emotions called “How do you feel today?” “If you’re happy and you know it.” We will also teach them  songs related to shopping like “5 current buns in the bakers shop”, “Tall shops in the town”,”A shopping we will go”,”5 fat sausages”, “5 little peas”(please see sheet overleaf for words)
Colour table
We will be focusing on the colour “Yellow” this month. Please bring in any yellow objects you have at home for our yellow table.
How to make playdough
We are also giving you a “Recipes for success” sheet which describes some ways you can make different types of play dough with your child at home. This is a great activity which will provide hours of fun for all the family We hope you enjoy making playdough with your child at home. (Tip--, Tecos or Sainsbury’s basic plain flour is the cheapest. to buy !)
Some Important Dates 
March is the month that is really focusing on “Integrated Education” 

)

 The theme for Integrated Education this year will be “Remembering the Big small stories”
In the nursery the children will be focusing on working together as a team, encouraging co-operative play in small group activities as well as asking the children what they like best about nursery. We will also ask past nursery pupils who now attend the primary school about any memories they have of the time they spent in  nursery and share these with our children.. 
We will discuss our individual dreams and wishes for the future.
We will also be looking at our world map and globe and letting the children fly aeroplanes and helicopters around our map of the world play mat.
 World Book Day 

(Thursday 2 nd March) Each child will be given a £1.00 book token which you can exchange for a book in any local book shop.

Parent Teacher Meetings

Parent /Carer teacher meetings will be held on Tuesday 6 th March and Wednesday 15th March 2017  in Mr Gill’s  office, upstairs in the main school.  (10 minute appointments)

 Please choose a time and date convenient on timetable sheets. If these dates/times do not suit please see Mrs Wilson to arrange another time. Thank you.

St Patrick’s Day
The school will be closed on Friday 17th March for St Patrick’s Day.

School re-opens on Monday 20 th March 2017.

Thank you
Mrs Ruth Wilson                                                                    Mrs Christine Ross                                                                                

Nursery Teacher                                                                     Nursery assistant                             
Songs
If you’re happy                                              How do you feel today?

If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands        How do you feel today?

If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands        How do you feel today?

If you’re happy and you know it                                 If you’re feeling happy

And you really want to show it                                   then clap your hands

If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands         If you’re feeling happy

(Repeat for stamp your feet, wave your arms,             then clap your hands
Click your fingers, shout hooray)                                 If you’re feeling happy

                                                                                   Then clap your hands

                                                                                   Clap your hands like me

5 currant buns                                           5 fat sausages
5 currant buns in the baker’s shop                    5 fat sausages sizzling in the pan

Round and fat with a cherry on the top            1 went pop and the others went bang

Along came Charlie with a pound one day          4 fat sausages sizzling in the pan

He bought a currant bun and ate it right away   1 went pop and the others went bang
(change child’s name every time)                        (Repeat for 3, 2, 1)

“Tall shops in the town”                                      “ A shopping we will go” 
Tall shops in the town                                                            A shopping we will go

Lifts going up and down                                                         A shopping we will go

Doors going in and out                                                           We will buy some clothes

People walking all about                                                         A shopping we will go

                                                                                 (Repeat for we will buy some toys, 

                                                                                 Sweets or whatever your child

                                                                                  Suggests)
“5 little peas “  
5 little peas in a pea pod pressed

1 grew,2 grew and so did all the rest

They grew and they grew and they did not stop

Until 1 day the pod went “pop”                                                     
